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A Letter to the Neighborhood

Dear Hyde Park residents,

| want to thank you for allowing us the opportunity to study the Hyde Park Neighborhood. It
is one of the finest, most beloved neighborhoods in all of Kansas City and is a place | care
about greatly. My family spends many hours walking through the neighborhood, so | am

thrilled and honored to have this opportunity to help improve the safety of your streets.

The street safety issues we have found in Hyde Park are not especially unique to the
neighborhood. These are issues that neighborhoods all across the country are dealing with.
Many of these issues stem from decisions made in previous eras to prioritize the automobile.
This has left us not only with dangerous infrastructure but a cultural expectation that one
should be able to drive through the city as fast as they want with as few deterrents as
possible, regardless of the effects on others. Some of the recommendations in this study are
likely to elicit a few angry reactions. While everyone’s voice should be heard, it is important

to remember street safety is a serious and urgent issue.

In the course of this study, at least two pedestrians were struck by motorists in separate
instances, including a young child on the way to school. In addition, several other car crashes
occurred throughout this study. Fortunately, no one was killed but these lives may be forever

impacted due to street design that does not best serve the neighborhood.

Streets that are designed with residents in mind should prioritize walking to school,
accessing the parks, or strolling the sidewalks without fear of being ran over. By placing our
focus on the residents of the neighborhood, we can greatly improve street safety for all
users, while also beginning to shift our culture away from speed and convenience towards a

higher quality of life.
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This study will not solve every issue but hopefully will be used as a major catalyst for
improving street safety in Hyde Park. This study should be used to educate residents and
decision makers on current issues, provide potential solutions, and serve as a guide to

implement suggested improvements.

This study is simply a plan. It does not guarantee the improvements will happen. It will be on
residents to decide which improvements should be made and it will fall on the residents to
work to make these improvements. However, our work does not end when we hand over
this study; in fact it may just be beginning. We are here for you to help you make these
improvements. From obtaining funding, ensuring best practice design, or implementing
proper construction methods, we are here to help you make your neighborhood as safe and

as wonderful as possible moving forward.

With great thanks and appreciation,

.

DuRon Netsell

Principal, Street Smarts Design + Build
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About Street Smarts Design + Build

Street Smarts Design + Build is a design build contractor and consultant

specializing in walkable communities and roadway safety.

We have assisted many neighborhoods in improvement the safety of their

streets through the planning, design, and construction process.

Our design philosophy places an emphasis on pedestrian safety, which creates
a safer road for everyone. We also do our best to incorporate nature to help

repair ecosystems and strengthen our connection to the natural world.
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Background Context

In 2022, Street Smarts was contacted by
the Hyde Park Street Safety Committee
to discuss the possibility of conducting a
traffic safety study. This committee was
born out of years of efforts to improve
street safety in the neighborhood. After
many efforts to make improvements, the
City suggested the neighborhood hire a
professional to aggregate the
neighborhood’s wishes to create a plan
to help guide future funding and safety

improvements for the neighborhood.
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Neighborhood
Engagement



Neighborhood Survey QR sucetsmas

During the Spring of 2023, various forms of community engagement °

https://hydeparksafetystudy.com/ =
were carried out to determine the needs and priorities of the QR s s B (R R
neighborhood. Shortly after being hired, Street Smarts launched a
website dedicated to the study. Through this website a neighborhood
survey and interactive map collected opinions, ideas, and other
thoughts from residents in order to best understand the issues and HYDE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD

STREET SAFETY STUDY

wishes regarding street safety.

The survey received 218 responses, while the interactive map collected

hundreds more responses that related to specific locations.

Once the survey period ended, three different neighborhood meetings
were held in order to share conceptual ideas and receive further

feedback. These meetings were held in late March at the Pilgrim Chapel.

Shortly after the public meetings, five different “walk and talk “

IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE HIGHER QUALITY OF LIFE

meetings were held in order to allow residents to provide direct input to saren sTacers

the study’s authors and to point out specific issues at specific locations.
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This month long survey collected 218 total responses, 95% which came from residents living within Hyde Park.

Where do you live? What is the biggest barrier to walking in Hyde Park?
218 responses 218 responses

@ North Hyde Park

@ Central Hyde Park
South Hyde Park

@ Outside of Hyde Park

@ Poor Infrastructure (sidewalks, curbs,
streetlights, etc)

@ Speeding Traffic
Fear of Crime

@ Other

@ Poor Infrastructure

é

What is your age? What is your biggest concern regarding the safety of the streets in Hyde Park?

218 responses 218 responses

@ Under 25 m M/ @ Speeding traffic

@ 2642 I‘I“ @ Type of traffic (large trucks, cut throug...
43-60 13.8% it Fear of crime

@61+ ! @ Inadequate infrastructure

@ Bike lanes
/ @ Bike Lanes

@ bumpy sidewalks
@ There are many
45.4%

&



Survey Results
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Nearly 70% of respondents stated the sidewalks and pedestrian crossings are terrible or near terrible in the neighborhood.

How you you rate the quality of sidewalks in Hyde Park?

218 responses

51 (234%)

12(5.5%)

1 2 3 4
1 Terrible / 5 - Excellent

How would you rate the safety of the arterial streets in Hyde Park? (Troost. Gillham, 39th, Linwood,
31st)

218 responses

51 (23.4%)

1(08%)

1 2 3 4
1 Terrible / 5- Excellent

How would you rate the quality of pedestrian crossings in Hyde Park?

218 responses

24(11%)

5(2.3%;

: 2 3 4

1 Terrible / 5 - Excellent

How would you rate the safety of the interior streets in Hyde Park?

218 responses

100

46 (21.1%)

N 10 (4.6%)
: 2 3 4 5

1 Terrible / 5 - Excellent

If excess or unused asphalt areas are able to be reclaimed and repurposed as a part of street safety
projects, what would you like to see them repurposed for?

B imost mportant) I 2 3 mms
150

Trees + Plants Artwark Seating Exercise or Pley Equipment

Please rank these neighborhood improvements in order of importance

I 1 (mostimportan] I 2 3 B4 S (esstimporiant)

n !l A

Sidewalks Street Trees Crosswalks Slawing Speeding Aesthetic Ehancement



Insights from the Survey RR =

These word clouds represent a summary of the most commonly used words in each of the survey answers to the questions below them.
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Which streets or intersections do you feel . . .
are the most dangerous in Hyde Park? What is your v::lon for the future of the
yde Park?



Interactive Map

Housed on the study’s website was an interactive map that allowed residents to directly pin comments to specific locations.
This map received hundreds of helpful comments. Below is an example of a few comments.

4100, GILLHAM ROAD, SOUTHMORELAND, X
WESTPORT, KANSAS CITY, JACKSON
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 64110, UNITED STATES

Crosswalks

Select a Category: Crossings

This intersection needs stoplights and
raised crosswalks to slow traffic and better
protect pedestrians.

4100 CAMPBELL STREET X

Poor visibility at 41st and

Campbell

Select a Category: Crossings

Poor visibility when traveling southbound
on Campbell. Southbound traffic cannot
see around parked cars on 41st St.
Eastbound traffic does not have to stop,
making this a dangerous crossing.
Location of frequent accidents and close
calls.

4300 CAMPBELL

Campbell Street Stop
Signs
Select a Category: Sidewalks

There is only one stop sign for the six
blocks of southbound traffic along
Campbell. Traffic could be slowed down by
adding more stop signs.

Bad sidewalk

Select a Category: Sidewalks

Sidewalk on north side of sidewalk is
impassable by strollers, wheelchairs, etc.
It'd be great to explore using a unique
material like they did on 41st due to the
tree roots

Cross Walk

Select a Category: Sidewalks

Make this a raised crosswalk to slow the
traffic on Gillham down

Need stop sign or speed *
bump

Select a Category: Crossings

No stop sign and cars speed through here.
It is next to a playground and | am worried
about safety of the kids

4501 HARRISON

45th Street short cut
Select a Category: Roadways

Cars fly down 45th street as a short cut
between Gillham and Troost to bypass

46th street. An all-way stop at 45th and
Harrison would be helpful

Gillham Rd slip lanes
Select a Category: Roadways

The city has created a wonderful,
protected bike facility on Gillham. The slip
lanes are very dangerous and contradict
the whole notion of the safety for bikers on
the bike lanes. Remove the slip lanes!
Prioritize cyclist safety and slow commuter
traffic.

Linwood Blvd
Select a Category: Roadways

Vehicles drive too fast on Linwood! As a
pedestrian, it can be hard and very
dangerous to cross the street north-south.
This streets acts as a barrier between north
and south neighbors prioritizing through
traffic rather than a community centric
place.

34TH STREET
34th - 2-way + speed
control

Select a Category: Roadways

convert to two-way street; drivers
constantly drive both ways. Include speed
control measures as cars ride too fast on
34th.

Playground parking, passx
through
Select a Category: Roadways

This is quite dangerous. Cars go through
this parking lot at a high rate of speed and
the playground is always full of children.
This is a catastrophe waiting to happen.

HARRISON PKWY

slowing traffic Harrison
Pkwy

Select a Category: Roadways

| want traffic slower on our streets with
speeding drivers. However, we need to
consider that Harrison Pkwy could become
a speeding throughway as it's so wide. |

suggest adding structures that slow traffic
on it.

Design + Build
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41ST AND CHARLOTTE
Speeding traffic on 4l1st

Select a Category: Roadways

This intersection and this area of 41st in
general are dangerous. I'm sure we'll get in
a wreck someday going southbound on
Charlotte due to speeding traffic and poor
visibility around cars allowed to be parked
too close to the intersection. Speed bumps
or other traffic calming measures would be
highly welcome.

4211-21 HOLMES STREET

Sidewalk Not passable

Select a Category: Sidewalks

Sidewalk not passable from constant water
seepage from retaining wall. Algae growth
makes path very slippery




Inventory Infrastructure

The inventory is a collection of data related to the
existing conditions of street infrastructure, within the

neighborhood.

This information includes, but is not limited, to existing
sidewalks and corner ramps, signage, striping, lane
configurations, and other items and notes relevant to
the existing conditions of streets and sidewalks in Hyde
Park.

This data can be used to help understand where repairs

are needed and where efforts could best be prioritized.

To view the inventory, please click on map image or

copy this link:

https://felt.com/map/Hyde-Park-Inventory-
z6GS2bbiT5KwVCTamTkQ AwB?lat=39.060966&lon=-
94.576038&z00om=17.44

Felt v
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http://felt.com

Hyde Park Inventory

Legend:
Intersection notes
‘ Mid block street notes
Good location to add street trees

I
I f Indicates direction of one way street


https://felt.com/map/Hyde-Park-Inventory-z6GS2bbiT5KwVCTamTk9AwB?lat=39.060966&lon=-94.576038&zoom=17.44
https://felt.com/map/Hyde-Park-Inventory-z6GS2bbiT5KwVCTamTk9AwB?lat=39.060966&lon=-94.576038&zoom=17.44

Insights from Inventory Collection & sz soan

Snapshots of what we found.

Ineffective Signage

Pedestrian Obstacles

Wide Travel Lanes Bur Reg!




Suggested Priorities & et smars

These priorities are based on feedback from the survey and neighborhood map entries. Further feedback is needed to finalize priorities.

1. Ensure Hyde Park is a safe, thriving neighborhood for all ages and abilities to enjoy their lives
2. Provide the highest level of safety for all road users

3. Uphold and enhance the existing character and architecture of the neighborhood
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